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Welcome to Fu l l  C i rc le  Dance Company ’s  25th Anniversary  Celebrat ion!

Today ,  we gather  not  on ly  to  wi tness  dance,  but  to  honor  a  quarter  century  of

ar t i s t ry ,  res i l ience,  and communi ty .  Twenty-f i ve  years  ago,  Fu l l  C i rc le  began as

a smal l  company wi th  a  b ig  v i s ion—we star ted as  an out let  for  young dancers

and teachers  and we have grown to  create works  that  speak t ruth ,  that

chal lenge and heal ,  and that  connect  people across  d i f ferences  through the

language of  movement .

S ince then ,  scores  and scores  of  dancers ,  choreographers ,  mus ic ians ,  and

col laborators  have jo ined us  in  that  v i s ion .  Together ,  we ’ve bu i l t  someth ing

ext raord inary—an ever-evo lv ing fami ly  bound by  the courage to  te l l  s tor ies

through dance.  To our  return ing a lumni  and long-t ime supporters :  welcome

home.  To our  new audience members :  thank  you for  jo in ing our  c i rc le  ton ight .

Th is  mi lestone performance ce lebrates  not  jus t  our  past ,  but  our  future—the

cont inu ing journey  of  ar t i s ts  who bel ieve that  dance has  the power  to

i l luminate ,  to  un i te ,  and to  remind us  of  our  shared humani ty .  Every  s tep we

take on th i s  s tage i s  bu i l t  on the devot ion of  those who came before and

insp i red by  those yet  to  come.

Thank you for  be ing part  of  th i s  unforgettable  day ,  for  your  be l ief  in  the ar ts ,

for  he lp ing us  keep dance a l i ve ,  and for  th i s  c i rc le  unbroken for  25 incredib le

years .

Wi th  grat i tude and joy ,

Donna L .  Jacobs

Art i s t ic  D i rector ,  Fu l l  C i rc le  Dance Company

Donna L. Jacobs
Artistic Director

www.fullcircledancecompany.org

https://www.fullcircledancecompany.org/


PROGRAM
SHE DID THAT!  (2025)

Choreography Orchest rat ion:  Donna L .  Jacobs wi th

movement  cont r ibut ions  f rom

 Ju l ia  Beroš ,  Hope B.  Byers ,  L iz  Pe l ton ,  Jenn i fer

Seye,  Morgan S ledge,  N ico le  Tucker-Smith

Text  by  L iz  Pe l ton insp i red by  s tor ies  co l lected f rom

our  f ree communi ty  workshop

Read by  Donna L .  Jacobs ,  L iz  Pe l ton ,

N ico le  Tucker-Smith ,  A l ic ia  Wi l l iams

Ancestor  Names Qui l t  by  Jaszmine Howard

Mus ic :  A l l i son Krauss ,  Evan K ing

I .  The River
Dancers :  Nyah Banks ,  Ju l ia  Beroš ,  Char i se  Byers ,

Jasmine Caffee,  Josette  Chang,  E l izabeth Hafey ,

Jade Mong,  N ina Pongratz ,  Jenn i fer  Seye,

Morgan S ledge,  N ico le  Tucker-Smith

I I .  Names
Dancers :  Mar ianne Amouzou,  Mackenz ie  Berger ,

Lennox Boggs ,  La i la  Brown,  Avah Gr i f f in ,

Chery l  Gray ,  Sophia Imus ,  Donna L .  Jacobs ,

Jurnee Jackson ,  Suzanne Haley ,  Pau l  Haley ,

Tessa Morr i son ,  L iz  Pe l ton ,  K im Russe l l ,  Ray  St ieber ,

Cimone S ims ,  Zohara Vachino-Mi l le r ,

Vanessa Vai loces ,  Yvah Vandaveer

I I I .  Guardians

Dancers :  Nyah Banks ,  Ju l ia  Beroš ,  Char i se  Byers ,

Jasmine Caffee,  Josette  Chang,  E l izabeth Hafey ,

Jade Mong,  N ina Pongratz ,  Morgan S ledge,

N ico le  Tucker-Smith
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PAGE 4 DEEP BAYOU — EXCERPT
(2004)

Choreography:  Donna L .  Jacobs

Mus ic :  N ina S imone,  Roberta F lack

I .  Ne Me Quitte  Pas
Dancer :  A l ic ia  Wi l l iams

I I .  S ister  Jones
Solo is t :  Hope B.  Byers  

Dancers :  Morgan Anderson ,

E l izabeth Hafey ,  Kakut i  Dav is  L in ,

N ina Pongratz ,  Amanda Rosenbaum,

Jenn i fer  Seye,  A l ic ia  Wi l l iams

RADICANT (2025)  

Choreography:  Josette  Chang

Mus ic :  Maneesh de Moor

Dancer :  Josette  Chang



PAGE 5 1868:  L IBERATION AND THE
EVER LASHING (2024)  

Choreography:  Hope B.  Byers

Mus ic :  Socia lbunny Market ing ,  “The

Invent ion Rooms”  by  Savfk ,  “Th is  Too Shal l

Pass”  by  Scott  Buck ley

Text  compos i t ion and vo iceover  by

Hope B.  Byers

Sound:  Voiceover  record ing by  Tom Pel ton

Costume Concept :  Hope B.  Byers

Costume Des ign:  Ter ry  Walker

Graphic  Des ign:  Joy  Drakes

Dancers :   Hope B.  Byers ,  E l i zabeth Hafey ,

Kakut i  Dav is  L in ,  N ina Pongratz ,

Amanda Rosenbaum,  Jenn i fer  Seye,

Morgan S ledge,  A l ic ia  Wi l l iams ,

Mis ty  Bors t  Yackshaw



INTERMISSION
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ANGELS UNAWARES (2009)
Choreography:  T rav is  D.  Gat l ing

Mus ic :  Ph i l ip  Glass  and Rav i  Shankar

Dancers :  Nyah Banks ,  Jade Mong,

A l l i son Powel l ,  Mindy Rawl inson ,

Amanda Rosenbaum,  Morgan S ledge,

A l ic ia  Wi l l iams

AS I  SURRENDER (2023)
Choreography:  Jenn i fer  Seye

Mus ic :  Er ic  Whi tacre

Dancers :  Ju l ia  Beroš ,  Char i se  Byers ,

Teresa H inton ,  Kakut i  Dav is  L in ,

Jenn i fer  Seye,  N ico le  Tucker-Smith

SHE IS. . .  (2025)
Choreography:  Shaela Dav is

Mus ic :  “We Deal  Wi th  the Freak ’n”  by

Solange,  “Yeeeleh”  by  Mikey  J ,  “The

Ri tua l ”  by  Mikey  J

Dancer :  Shaela Dav is

Costume:  L indsay S imon
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TO COME FULL CIRCLE (2025)

Choreography:  T rav is  D.  Gat l ing

Mus ic :  Steve Reich -  London Symphony

Orchest ra  & Michael  T i l son Thomas 

Dancers :  Nyah Banks ,  Ju l ia  Beroš ,

Char i se  Byers ,  Hope B.  Byers ,

Jasmine Caffee,  Josette  Chang,

E l izabeth Hafey ,  Teresa H inton ,

Sam Koseff ,  Kakut i  Dav is  L in ,  Jade Mong,

N ina Pongratz ,  Amanda Rosenbaum,

Jenn i fer  Seye,  Morgan S ledge,

N ico le  Tucker-Smith ,  A l ic ia  Wi l l iams

SIN SHAKERS AND SHOUTERS
— EXCERPT (2000)  

Choreography:  T rav is  D.  Gat l ing

Mus ic :  Aretha Frank l in ,  Mahal ia  Jackson

Dancers :  Nyah Banks ,  Ju l ia  Beroš ,

Char i se  Byers ,  Hope B.  Byers ,

Jasmine Caffee,  Josette  Chang,

E l izabeth Hafey ,  Teresa H inton ,

Kakut i  Dav is  L in ,  Jade Mong,

N ina Pongratz ,  A l l i son Powel l ,

Amanda Rosenbaum,  Morgan S ledge,

N ico le  Tucker-Smith

Choreography:  Mindy Rawl inson

Mus ic :  B ig  Wi ld

Dancer :  Mindy Rawl inson

RISE (2025)  



ABOUT THE
CHOREOGRAPHERS AND
COLLABORATORS
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Hope B.  Byers  i s  an award-winn ing choreographer  whose ar t i s t ic

p latform i s  to  share t ruths  large ly  about  the B lack  Amer ican exper ience,

h is tory ,  rac ism,  and soc ia l  jus t ice.  Wi th  th i s  work ,  she a ims to  create

awareness ,  provoke d ia logue,  and insp i re  change.  As  a  veteran member

of  Ba l t imore ’s  Fu l l  C i rc le  Dance Company ,  Hope’s  choreography has

become a s taple  of  the company ’s  reperto i re .  In  2025,  she received the

Women in  the Ar ts  award by  The L inks ,  Incorporated.  And in  2024,  she

received the Howard County  Ar ts  Counci l ’ s  IAM Creat iv i ty  grant  award

in  the dance d isc ip l ine.  Hope former ly  performed wi th  Wash ington ,  D.C.

companies ,  F loyd Pro ject  Dance Company ,  and Raf ik i  Dance Theatre .

Her  choreography has  been se lected for  presentat ion local l y  by  the

Bal t imore B lack  Dance Col lect ive  and Dance Bal t imore ,  and regional l y

by  Dogtown Dance,  Koresh Dance Company ,  and the Mary land Counci l

for  Dance.  Her  work  has  been performed at  At las  Performing Arts

Center ,  Ba l t imore Museum of  Ar t ,  Ba l t imore Theatre  Pro ject ,

Chesapeake Arts  Center ,  Creat ive  A l l iance,  Dav id  Cooper  B lack  Box

Theater ,  Dogtown Dance Theatre ,  Gordon Center  for  Performing Arts ,

K raushaar  Audi tor ium,  Ly r ic  Opera House,  Murphy F ine Ar ts  Center ,

Regina ld F .  Lewis  Museum,  S layton House Theatre ,  and St rand Theater .
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Hope B.
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Josette  Chang graduated f rom the Univers i ty  of  Chicago wi th  a

B.A.  in  Economics  and a minor  in  Theater  and Performance Studies .

Whi le  at  UChicago,  she t ra ined in  modern ,  contemporary ,  and h ip-

hop forms and performed works  by  Ju l ia  Rhoads ,  Danie l

“BRAVEMONK” Haywood,  Ke lsa “K-SOUL”  Robinson ,  Robyn Mineko

Wi l l iams ,  and Kev in  Shannon.  She has  taught  dance in  Chicago,

Bal t imore ,  and abroad and performed wi th  UChicago Maya,  Ex

Dance Crew,  Echo Modern Dance Col lect ive ,  Meadows Dance

Col lect ive ,  ConnXion Pr imo,  and the nat ional l y  recognized Emera ld

Bel les  dr i l l  team,  which advanced to  the quarter f ina ls  of  Amer ica ’s

Got  Ta lent  in  2019 .

Josette  has  been a member  of  Fu l l  C i rc le  Dance Company s ince

2024 and teaches h ip-hop at  Morton St reet  Dance Center .  She

teaches 9th  grade A lgebra 1  at  Mergenthaler  Vocat ional-Technica l

H igh School  as  a  Teach For  Amer ica corps  member  and i s  pursu ing

her  M.S.Ed.  at  the Johns  Hopk ins  Un ivers i ty  School  of  Educat ion.
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Josette 
Chang



Shaela i s  a  dance ar t i s t ,  educator ,  and researcher  whose work  moves

between the s tage,  the c lass room,  and the communi ty .  She earned her  BFA in

Dance Performance wi th  a  K– 12 Teaching Cert i f icat ion f rom Towson

Univers i ty ,  where she performed wi th  the TU Dance Company and

choreographed for  the 2013 Amer ican Col lege Dance Associat ion in  V i rg in ia .

On scholarsh ip  at  the Amer ican Dance Fest iva l ,  she appeared in  Footpr ints

and in  repertory  by  Abby Zbikowsk i .  As  a  performer ,  Shaela has  worked wi th

Abby Z and the New Ut i l i t y ,  Chr i s topher  K .  Morgan & Art i s ts ,  Company E ,  and

Fu l l  Ci rc le  Dance Company ,  and co l laborated wi th  vocal i s ts  Thomas Beard

and Caro lyn  B lack-Sot i r .  Her  performances have taken her  to  venues  and

fest i va ls  inc lud ing Jacob’s  P i l low,  NY L ive  Ar ts ,  The Kennedy Center ,  Fusebox

Fest iva l ,  and the 92nd St reet  Y.  Her  choreography has  been featured in  the

Bal t imore B lack  Choreographers  Fest i va l ,  Peabody Dance!  Fest i va l ,  and

Chesapeake Shakespeare Company ’s  The Merry  Wives  of  Windsor .  She has

also taught  at  numerous  dance inst i tut ions  across  Mary land and Ohio.

Cur rent ly  pursu ing her  MFA in  Dance at  The Ohio State Univers i ty ,  Shaela i s

deve loping research on soc ia l  dance pract ices  rooted in  her  ident i ty  as  a

Jamaican Amer ican B lack  Woman.  At  OSU,  her  se l f-choreographed so lo

Habi tua l  Roots  was featured in  the Autumn concert  Upr i s ing.  She performed

in  Ronald K .  Brown’s  Four  Corners ,  and served as  rehearsa l  d i rector  for  i t s

restaging.  She i s  a  2025 rec ip ient  of  OSU Dance’s  Semester  Funding

In i t iat i ve  Award.
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Shaela
Davis



Trav is  D.  Gat l ing began h is  dance t ra in ing at  Norfo lk  State Univers i ty  under  the

mentorsh ip  of  Inez  L .  Howard,  the Founding Di rector  of  the NSU Dance Theater .

Whi le  earn ing a B .A.  in  Engl i sh/L ibera l  Ar ts ,  he performed and choreographed

for  the company for  severa l  years  and later  served as  the Rehearsa l  D i rector .

He cont inued h is  t ra in ing in  ba l let ,  modern ,  and jazz  at  the Vi rg in ia  Ba l let

Theatre  wi th  Glen Whi te ,  former  so lo is t  wi th  the Joff rey  Ba l let  and E lbert

Watson ,  former  member  of  the A lv in  A i ley  Amer ican Dance Theatre .  He at tended

Ohio State Univers i ty  as  a  Fe l lowsh ip s tudent  where he earned an MFA in  Dance

Performance.  Gat l ing ’s  performance credi ts  inc lude lead ro les  in  works  by

Donald McKay le ,  Merce Cunningham,  and Dor i s  Humphrey ,  as  wel l  as  so lo  works

by  Ronald K .  Brown and Ear l  Mos ley  and severa l  others .  He was a fu l l  t ime

modern and jazz  ins t ructor  at  Avondale H igh School  of  Performing Arts  in

Decatur ,  Georg ia ,  where he a lso  served as  the Ar t i s t ic  D i rector  for  the Dance

Repertory  Company ,  the school ’ s  tour ing group.  Some of  h i s  teaching and

choreography credi ts  inc lude Georgia State Univers i ty ,  Emory  Un ivers i ty ,  and

the Morton St reet  Dance Center .  He has  been commiss ioned to  create new

works  and set  ex is t ing reperto i re  for  the Univers i ty  of  Akron ,  the Cherokee

Bal let  in  Woodstock ,  GA,  Middle  Tennessee State Univers i ty ,  Fu l l  C i rc le  Dance

Company ,  and Urban Sou l  Dance Company in  TX.  In  addi t ion to  teaching

Modern ,  Jazz ,  and Bal let  techn iques ,  and B lack  Dance Forms at  Ohio Un ivers i ty ,

he served as  the Ar t i s t ic  D i rector  and Head of  the Dance Div i s ion and then the

Di rector  of  the School  of  Dance f rom 2015-2022 and again  beginn ing in  2023.
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Travis D.
Gatling



Donna L .  Jacobs has  been Art i s t ic  D i rector  of  Fu l l  C i rc le  Dance

Company s ince i t s  founding in  2000.  Under  her  d i rect ion ,  the

company has  won numerous  grants  and awards  and has  performed

across  Mary land,  Connect icut ,  V i rg in ia ,  Tennessee,  and Ohio.  She

is  a lso  Founder  and Di rector  of  the Morton St reet  Dance Center ,

which has  t ra ined dancers  of  a l l  ages  for  more than 30 years .  Her

work  and leadersh ip  have garnered recogni t ion f rom many sources

inc lud ing the Howard County ,  MD Arts  Counci l  ( two-t ime rec ip ient

of  the Mark  Ryder  Award for  Choreography) ,  Greater  Ba l t imore

Cul tura l  A l l iance/Deutsch Foundat ion (Ruby Grant  rec ip ient ) ,  Baker

Foundat ion (bgrant  Ar t i s t  Award) ,  Dream 4 I t  Foundat ion

(Excel lence in  the Ar ts ) ,  and The Bal t imore L inks  (Excel lence in  the

Arts ) .  She i s  a  member  of  the Ci rc le  of  Excel lence in

Mary land,  hav ing been recognized three t imes as  one of  Mary land ’s

top 100 Women.  She was a 2022-2023 Nat ional  V is i t ing Fe l low of

the School  of  Amer ican Bal let  in  New York .  In  October  2024,  Ms.

Jacobs was a panel i s t  at  L inco ln  Center  in  NYC with  the School  of

Amer ican Bal let  on cur r icu lum change for  d iverse s tudents .
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Mel inda “Mindy”  Rawl inson ho lds  a  Bachelor  of  Ar ts  degree f rom

The Univers i ty  of  South  Caro l ina and a Master  of  F ine Ar ts  in  Dance

from Hol l ins  Un ivers i ty .  As  a  dance ar t i s t ,  Rawl inson ’s  research and

creat ive  work  revo lves  around topics  such as  Radica l  Ba l let :  f ind ing

t ransgress ional  spaces ,  Voyeur i sm and the Bal le r ina ,  and the

performance of  sexual i ty .  As  a  profess ional  dancer ,  Rawl inson has

performed wi th  the fo l lowing companies :  Caro l ina Bal let  Theater ,

Wideman Dav is  Dance,  Ba l let  F lor ida,  and Fu l l  C i rc le  Dance

Company.  As  a  dance educator ,  Rawl inson has  served as  an

adjunct  ins t ructor  at  the Univers i ty  of  South  Caro l ina ,  V is i t ing

Ass is tant  Professor  and Ass i s tant  MFA Di rector  Of  Dance at  Ho l l ins

Univers i ty  and the founding d i rector  of  the dance department  at

West  Boca Raton Regional  H igh School .
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Jenn i fer  graduated cum laude f rom Towson Univers i ty  wi th  a  B .F .A.

in  Dance Performance and Dance Educat ion.  She has  danced wi th

The Col lect ive ,  Stephanie  Powel l  Dance Ensemble ,  VT  Dance,  and

Scott  R ink ,  and performed works  by  Dav id  Parsons ,  Peter  Pucci i ,

T roy  Powel l ,  Dan Wagoner ,  Dav id  Parker  and the Bang Group,

Misnomer  Dance Theater ,  and ClancyWorks .  Jenn i fer  choreographed

and performed as  a so lo is t  in  the Dance for  the Camera f i lm

"Yesmyth"  by  Ph i l  S ib ly ,  which won a Te l l y  Award in  2004.  Her

choreography was a lso  showcased in  T rue Colors :  The 80 's  Mus ica l

at  the 2007 Columbia Fest iva l  of  the Ar ts  and R ichmond Univers i ty

in  Yes!  Dance Vi rg in ia .  Jenn i fer  received her  M.A.  in  Dance f rom

Cal i forn ia  State Univers i ty  Long Beach in  Ju ly  201 1 .  
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Name: Jaszmine Howard
Instagram: @jaszminehoward

Jaszmine Howard is a fiber and textile artist based in the
Baltimore area. She has enjoyed merging the disciplines of
garment construction, quilting, and handwork for nearly ten years.
Influenced by the art style known as pointillism, her art most often
showcases, emphasizes, and honors the unrecognized and often
undervalued labor that women have created and sustained over
thousands of years and are highlighted through repetitive motion.

You will see The Kawandi technique of the Siddih people in
“Rooted and Rising” by way of a quilt comprised of ancestral
fabrics, layered and unified by needle and thread representing the
past, present, and future. This paired with additional cultural
influences from around the world visually bridges humanity
through the one thing we all have in common - cloth.
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She Did That!

This new collaborative work was born from a free community
workshop where participants shared stories of the women who
shaped them. Inspired by these personal histories of mothers,
grandmothers, mentors, and trailblazers, the piece transforms
remembrance into movement—an act of honoring, storytelling,
and legacy.
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Katie Carson
Jean Coshun

 Florence Deutsch
 Farzaneh Nezhat Farzad

 Blanche Chaney Hall
 Rosalie Pascal Hull
Barbara C. Jacobs

 Rose Kutney
 Mary Madden

 Rose Mary O’Brien
 Helen Parks
 Susie Tinkler

 Mattie Lee Watson
 Beatrice Webb

 Emily Jane Evans Wilson
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Our generous supporters would like
to honor these special ancestors



F
C

D
C

 2
0

25
F

C
D

C
 2

0
25 Artistic Director:  Donna L.  Jacobs

Associate Artistic Director:  L iz Pelton

Morgan Anderson
Nyah Banks
Julia Beroš

Charise Byers
Hope B. Byers

Jasmine Caffee
Josette Chang
Elizabeth Hafey
Teresa Hinton

Sam Koseff
Shaela Davis *

Kakuti Davis Lin
Jade Mong

Nina Pongratz
All ison Powell

Amanda Rosenbaum
Mindy Rawlinson*

Jennifer Seye
Morgan Sledge

Nicole Tucker-Smith
Alicia Wil l iams

Misty Borst Yackshaw *

*Aff i l iate Art ists
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L ight ing Des ign:  L i v  J in

Stage Manager :  Cameron Luther  

Costume Al terat ions :  Sam Koseff

Program Des ign and Market ing:  A l l i son Powel l

Photography:  Br ion McCarthy

Videography:  ShootHer  Product ions

Special  Thanks
Morton St reet  Dance Center ,  Inc .

Ju l ianna Pahr

Ful l  Circle  Dance Company Board of  Directors
El izabeth Hafey ,  Esq.

Deborah Hu l l

Donna L .  Jacobs ,  Esq.

L iz  Pe l ton

Mindy Rawl inson

K im Russe l l

B r ian S ims

Sher i  L .  Parks

 

Credi ts
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This performance is supported in part by the Maryland State Arts Council



Major  Contr ibutors
The Mary land State Ar ts  Counci l  Creat iv i ty  Grants

Benefactors
Margaret  de Cuevas and Er ic  Schott

Visionaries
Jane Brown

Jer r i  Shaw

Partners
Dineh Dav is

Michel le  Davy

E l izabeth Hafey

James Hafey

Sher i  L .  Parks

The Pe l ton Fami ly

​

Ambassadors
Stephen Chester

Donna L .  Jacobs

Debra Ousse

Mel inda Rawl inson

K imber ly  Russe l l

Margaret  S ikes
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Enthusiasts
K ik i  Benson

Hartze l l  and Jesse Brown

Dana Far rakhan

F loydworks  

Brandyn H icks

Patr ic ia  Long

Jody Ann Pongratz

The O’Br ien and Rosenbaum Fami l ies

R ichard Tabuteau

Ter ry  Walker

Thomas Waxter

Advocates
Mar ie  B lum

Mar ia  Broom 

Mar ina Har r i son

Deborah Hu l l

Stacey Romano

Cami l le  Weanquoi

Fr iends
Margaret  Bar ry

Ana DePina

Audrey  Ipapo

The I verson Fami ly

Glenn and LaKesha James

Tandi  Mohammed

Nico le  Perk ins

Eu la l ia  S i l ver
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To make a donation please visit
www.fullcircledancecompany.org/support

https://www.fullcircledancecompany.org/support


With deep gratitude and appreciation, we

thank you for being part of our journey

and for sharing in the power of dance.  

Thank You!
Full Circle Dance Company


